ing the Original of this Cuftom 


OR 


Numb. 4, 


Curious Amufements for the 


To which are added the moft 


Material Occurrences Foreign and 


Perform'd by a Society of GENTLEMEN. 


From friday February 2oth, to Cdednefday February 25th. 1708. 


His Paper will be duely continued on ¥ed- 
nefdays and Fridays, according to the Me- 
thod herein begua ; In which we fhall en- 

~ deavcurto anfwer allQueftions inDivinity, 

Philofophy,the Mathemaricks,and other Arts and Sci- 

ences, which appear fit and worthy to be an{werd ; 

Alfo infert Poems on various Subjects and Occafions, 

both Serious and Comical, Compos'd New purpotely 

for the Paper 5 which fhall be deliver'd at all Per- 
fons Houfes within the Bills of Mortality, who fhall 
require it, at two Shillings a Quarter ; not to be 
paid till the End of the Quarter, and to be relin- 
quifh’d at Pleafure, and fuch as fhall take it within 
the Quarter, a proportionable Deduction fhall be 
made on the following Quarter. Day. 

~ All Perfons are defir'd to fend their Letters, whe- 
ther with Queftions or Subfcriptions for the Paper, 
either to Mr. W. Keble in Weflminfter-Hall, Mrs 

Tho. Bickerton, at the Golden Flower-de-luce in St. 

Paul?s Church-Yard, or to the Printer, whofe Name 

you will find at rhe End of the Paper, and to Su- 

perfcribe them for the Briti/h Apollo, At which Pla- 
ces alfo Advertifements are takea in athalf a Crown 


each, if of moderate length (thofe from Quacks ex-. 


cepted) they may alfo be deliver’d to the Men, in 
their Walks. | 


Note, that the whole Paper will be New every 
time it comes out, and thar this Defign was encon- 
ragd by feveral Perfons of Quality, and others of | 


the brighteft Parts, before it was Publift’d, fince 


which great Numbers of Suofcribers come daily in. 


Solutions of the following Queftions. 


Q. Gentlemen, How. old, and from whence is the 
Cuftom of Throwing at Cocks on Shrove-Tuelday 2 
A. There are feveral different Opinions, concern- 
But we are 
moft inclin'd to give Credit to one Cranenftein, an 
old German Author——~Who fpeaking of the Cu. 
ftoms oblerv'd by the Chrifitian Nation gives us 
the following sccount of the Original Inftitution 
of this Ceremony. : 


When the Danes were Matters of Eng/and, and - 


Lorded it over the Natives of the Iffand, the Inha- 
birants of a certain great City, grown weary of 
their Slavery, had form’d a fecret Confpiracy, to 
murder their Mafters in one bloody Night ; and 12 


Men had undertaken to enter the Townrhoufe by a 


Stratagem and feizing the Arms, furprize the Guard 
which kept it ; at which ume their Fellows, upon 
a Signal given, were to come out of their Honfes 
and murder all Oppofers: Burt when they were 

utting ir in Execution, the unufual crowing and 
eatin of the Cocks, about the Place they at- 


tempted to enter at, difcoverd their Defign, upon 


which the Danes became {fo inrag’d, that they dou- 
bled their Cruelty and usd them with more feveri- 
ty than ever: Soon after they were forced from the 


Danifh Yoak, and to revenge themfelves on the 


Cocks, for the Misfortune they involv’d them in, 
Inftituted this Cuftom of knocking them on the 
Head on Shrove. Tue/day, the Day on which it hap- 
pend ; This Sport, tho’ at firft, only practic’ in 
one City, in procels of time became a National Di- | 
vertifement, and has continued ever fince the Danes 
firft loft this Mand. 

Q. Gentlemen, I beg the favour of you, to tell me 
in your Next, the Caufe of Tears, andwhether it bean 
eafe or fattsfa@ion to the Mind, to weep much for the 
lofs of a Friend, or on any other occafion ? - 

A. This Queftion, like many others, came at- 
tended with repeated defires of an An{wer in our 
next Paper, but Our Querifts muft pardon us if our 
Solutions are fomewhat flower than their Expecta- 
tions, we affure them, they fhall all be ferv'd in their 
turns, and we are oblig’d by the Number of our 
Queftions, to proceed regularly to avoid Coufufion, — 
But to the Subjeét——’Tis the Opinion of our Socie- 
ty, that Tearsare caus'd by a great and fudden Dis- 
order in the Blood, which is tranfmitted thro’ the 
proper Arteries, from the Heart, to the Glands jof 


_ the Eyes——from whence ( there feperated from 


Blood ) they are diftill’d in {mall drops, thro’ {eve- 
ral Minute Pores———and gufhing violently from the 
corners of the Eyes ifcharge the Body of a 
troublefome Gueft———and mutt confequently afford: 
an extraordinary Eafe to an afflicted Mind——on 
whatever Occation it becomes 
—Q. Whether it be lawful to wear Patches ? 
A. You will snd a Solution of the; Queftion in 


the Athenian Oracle, Vol. J. Page 144. But fince 


there is a remarkable Scripture-paflage ve rti- 
nent to your Cafe, and not of by 
Ingenious Geatlemen, we beg leave co infift upon ic. 
If it be lawful to wear and Jewels, by parity 
Of reafon, it is lawfnl alfo to wear Patches. But a- 
gainft the former, fome alledge the 2 Peter 3. 34: 


where the Apcftle himfelf to married 


Women ; 
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omen.: whofe adorning, let it not be that 
adorning of wearing of Goid, &c, bur let 
be the hidden man of the 
cf a meek and quietSpirit, Dut 
is ab(ulure but’ reftrictive, that it condemns ne 
on ae bur the abule of Gold ; that it only forbids 


ernal Orna- | 
Women to prefer an Exrernal to an Inte 


ent mnament of a meek and quiet Spirit ; 
more than this, is evident, {rom 
mediately fucceeding Verie, where the 
thofe Holy Women, who were in old ume, 0 a , 
Pebeckah was undoubtedly one, 1s recommence 
their Practice, And yet we read Gen. 24. 53- 
Servant brought forth Jewels of Silver, and ~ 
of Gold and gave thein to Rebeckah, We there- 
fore conclude it lawful ro wear Patches, if done 
with Moderation, if feparare from Pride and Vanity, 
{uited to the Age and Sraian of the Perens wear- 
in them. 


Thus Patches may be worn without a Spot : 
They, who the Ufage cenfure, make the blot. 


Q. Gentlemen, You are defired to refolve this Que- 
ftion im your next becaufe theres @ Wager laid 
about it. 

What is the reafun why ( When a Woman Cuckolds 
her Husband) the Child is commonly like the Fa- 
ther 

A.——Pray who fhow’d a Child refemble 
fooner than his Father ? But perhaps the Querift, 
{omewhar in haft to be fingering his Wager, has mi- 
{took the right Staring his Queftion It he would 
know why a Child begotten in Adultery, 1s com- 
monly like the Husband of the Adultrets ? "Tis our 
Opinion, thar this feldom happens to any, but Wo- 
men of a very timorous Nature who being 
rouch’d in the Action, with a deep Senfe of the E- 
normity of the Crime they are then committing, 
have their Thoughts.attestively fix’d on the Perfon 
of their ablent Husbands, fo that a likenefs ot Ferm 
1s ftamp'd upon the Child then begotten, by the 
a force of a powerful Imagination, 

C) Ry Power as it, that Spirits or Apparitt- 
ons | ve are but Shadows) can lift or move any 

A, Were Spirits but mere Shadows, they cou’d 
nor move heavy bodies at all: But when they are 
‘0 call’d,ir is meant only of thofe External Appea- 
rances, Which immaterial Subftances affume- But 


cy what Power an Immaterial Subftance Ads, up- 


on Mattir, is a Queftion as yet unask’d, and Apollo 


never loves to be impertinent: 

Q. Ly does God prohibit all manner of Images, 
and jet permit them inthe Sanctum Sanctorum in 
cf Cherubtms ? 

1, The iirft pare of the 2d Commandment bears 
a neceffary relarion tothe fucceeding part, and there- 
tore when in one Place it is faid, Thou halt not 
inake unto thee any graven image, &c and in ano- 
ther, Lhou halt not bow down thy felf to them, 
nor terve them 5 the meaning isy as tho’ it were thus 
expreft, Thou fhalt not make unto chee any graven 
image, .with intention to bow thy felf ro it, and 
And fincé it is exprefly faid, .Thou thal 
nor mike to thy felf any likenels of any thing, that 
in the karth beneath, We muft exher admit of 
the Relauion, or allow ir to be unlawful for a Man 
ro fit for his Picture, 


Q. Wether Sage of Virtue infufed, be wholefomer 


than Indian Tea > 


A, Bohe.Tea hath the Preemihence, as Corrobo- 
rating the Stomach, helping the Coneo¢tion of 
ments, ard Cholick Pains, in the expelling of 
“ ind. Green Tea helps the {uppreffion of Urine 
in the fice excretion of it; which are much mére 
EMecacious Properties than are in Sage, &c, 


‘Why Nettles raife Blifters 
> It is anfwer'd in the Athenian Oracle, Vol. L 
Page 152. 


_ 
POEMS. 
Q. C1Ons of the Delian God, if fuch you are, 
‘3 Pardon a Friends advice, nor blame his care, 
If on your Fathers wings you fafely fly, 
Pil not prefume to think, you foar too high, 
But if you hope like the rafh Phaeton, 
To rule the headftrong Horfes of the Sun, 
Tell me in ftriving thus beyond jour frength, 
Do you not fear a fall like his at length ? 
A. We neither fear, nor can we feel his fate, 
Nor is our danger, or our Pride fo grear, | 
Singly he ftrove to keep his Fathers Place, 
And curb his fiery Horfes in their Race, 
More humbly we——wnited——ftrive to gain, 
An honour he alone cou’d ne’r obtain, . 
From Steeds like thofe, one Rider well may fall, 
But we with many hands command ‘em all. 
Q. Is felf-defence a Law of Nuture 2 ° 
A, For all but fuch a filly Creature, 
Q. Some Fill have Scales 
Pray folve this———for Samuel Gun ? 
A. Twas order’d Sam. by our All- wife Creator--- 
That diferent Marksfhou'd fhow a different Nature, 


Thus fome know much,that fome know /e/s does follow 
Elfe why fhould’ft thou - O Sam.-- addrefs Apollo. 


‘To the Sons of Apollo. 


Q. If to Apollo’s Smiles you've juft pretence, 
And claim from him your boafted Influence, 
O tell a doubtful and enquiring fair, 
The reafon why her Sex fo open are, 
Why Secrets in their Breafts uo fafesy find 2 
And why their Vows are fleeting asthe Wind ? 
Your f{peedy Anfwer will much oblige D, P: 


A.Your outwardBeauties,inward Thoughts betray, 
As Men thro’ Curtains fee the breaking Day, _ 
But fure, you fometimes keep the Vows you make, 
And Men accufe you by a grofs miftake, 
Your faults are doubled by your being Fair, 

White Cloth hows Spots much larger than they are, 
And flaws, moft deep, in brighteft Gems appear. ) 
Q. Apollo You will write in Vain Sir, 

‘Till twenty Orphans you Maintain Sir, 

A College build and keep Exchange Sir, 

“And fill your Sheets with others Brains Sir, 

Tho’ writ as tf they bad the Mange Sir, 

Till thefe great Things ycu do attain Sir, 

Haw will the Money flow amain Sir, ? | 

Or fet your Coach up by the Gains Sir. ? I 
A. Siiou’d we for Twenty take the Care Sir, 

And after turn them out all bare Sir, spe 


Or 


and others 
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Or-keep Exchange to make your Stare Sit, 
Or promife College to prepare Sir, 
Like building Caftles in the Air Sir, 
Or make,of others Scraps, your Fare Sir, 
The World will fay, nay, they will {wear Sir, 
We either Knaves, or Blockheads are Sir. 


Q. My humble Mufe an Infc& Subje® takes, 
Pray tell me bow a Fly her buzzing makes, 
Search not the Caufe in Wing’s or Head dear Cuz, 
For thefe pluckt off You'll find Her Hum and Buzz ? 
A. How ill your humble Mufe and Pride agree, 
Pray how came you Apollo's Kin to be ? 
Te!! us the caufe ef this--O Mufhroom CUZ, 
Aca you fhall know why headlefs Infeéts BUZZ. 


To the Sons of Apollo. 


© Say, Apollo and no other 
Your Father is, pray whes your Mother ? 

A. The Gods all Female help difdain, 
Thus Palas iffwd from Fove’s Brain. 


An Ode on Friend{bip. 


Friendfhip———thou Plant of tedious groth, 


Thou Harmony of Souls———— 
Thro’ thee Seraphick Pleature rowls, 
In Rife thou imitarit the God of floth. 
Tender in Youth, thy tim’rous Branches fhoor, 
By cautious Inches from thy root, . 
But when chy full. grown height has grac‘d thy Pride, 
And tall maturity has crown’d thy ftate, 
Bach Leaf becomes a Feather on thy fide, 
And mounts thee on the Wings of fate, 
Till that which hardly grew in Years before, 
One Moment bofes, and ‘tis found no more. 


An Imitation of Horace, Lib. 1. Ode 11. 
Ad Leuconven. 
Tu ne queafieris fcire, &c. 


Defift, my Friend, to fearch the great Decree, 


~ Where Heaven hath Periods fix'd for me and thee. 


Nor ,Buoy’d by Afiral Schemes, prefume to fhun 


The various Turns, through Mortal Stages run, 


Or let a Train of Winters {well my Score, 


Or lerthis prove myLaft, whichRends theRritifbShore. 


Cheer up, let fparkling Wines your Glafles crown, 


Stale hopes of Life, let Bfifsful Minutes drown, 


Our Envious Years are hurrying as we {peak, 
Of Prefent Moments then Advantage take, 
Nor vain Accounts on furure Seafons make. 


To 4 young Lady on her jirft Attempt tn 


Poetry. 


With deep furprize, and boundlels Pleafure too, 
I read the Verfes, Madam, wii by yeu, 
Read, and admir’d your fancy in each Line, 


Which thows your Genius Suirs your great Defign,’ 
D2 | has 


Go on Bright Maid, not fear a juft applaufe, 
For Wit and Beauty give the Critick Laws, 
Think nor thy Youth can make thy Merit lefs, 
Increafing Years will double thy Succefs, 

_ The Sun himfelf when firft his Glories rife, — 
With feeble Brightnefs guilds the Eaftern Skyes, 
But foon, thro’ Heav’ns vat Orb,with {preading \ 

(luftre flyes. 

The Ingenuous Confeffion. 

Strepbon. My Silvia’s Love alone has gain'd 
My Vows, and the my Goddefs reign’d, 
But now I’m forc’d to bid adieu, 

My Silvia, both to Love and you. 

Silvia. Am I lefs Fair in Serepben’s Eyes; 

That he fhou'd now my Love difpife ? 
Stre. You ftill appear as fair and bright, 
As are unfulli'd Beams of Light. 

Si/. Has Defamation rais’d your Scorn 

Stre, Chaft as the Blufhes of the Morn: 

Si/. Then Strephon has another Love, 

And’s falfe rome, Stre. Northat by Jove, 
I am not falfe to you, but may, 

Nay muft be, if I longer ftay, ; 
My Silvia then to clear the Doubr, 

I've Lov'd my Stock of Love quite out. 


Foreign News, ee. 


Hig ie, February 23d. 
BR: Advices from Vienna, We are inferm’d 


that Prince Ragotskithreatens the Hugari- 
ans who continue in their Allegiance to the 
Emperour, with Fire and Sword ; particularly the 
Lands of the Palatine, becaufe he was one of the 
 firft who prefs’d for the calling of a Diet. And thac 
the Turks continue their Preparations for War, and 
‘tis faiel with more affurance now, that thofe Prepa- 
rations are inteuded againft the Mufcovires, of which 
we expect a Confirmation by the Arrival of the 
next Holland Poft. 
¢ We hear from Poland, that the Swedes have de- 
feared feveral Parties of the Mufcovites, whom they 
met in their way to the Camp at Corcino, where | 
they now are ; and that the King of Sweeden would 
give no Quarter to any, and that all the Boors who 
were taken under Arms, were hang’d by his Maje- 
fties Order, which made fo greac a Confufion a- 
mongft them, that they hardly thought themfelves 
fecure by flight ; upon which Parties were immedi- 
ately difpatch’d to burn all the Houfes, but at the 
fame time ‘tis ftrongly reported that his Majefty will - 


_ proceed no further for fome time, being refolv’d to 


march directly to the Enemy, and not to fatigue his 


_ Troops in Parties, being inform’d that the Czar of 


Mulcovy’s Defign was only to harrafs his Troops by 
thar Artifice, and afterwards to expect him with his 
whole Army, and fight him at Grodno, 
Tis Confirm'd that Porto Hercole on the Coaft of 
‘Lufcany bas furrendred to the Imperialifts, as alfo 
the whole Principality of Piombino. — 
‘We hear from Turin, that the Duke of Savoy 
‘has 2coco’ Men of his own Troops ready to joyn the 
Allies, and that he has fent a Detachment to cover 
the Country abour Pignerol. 
From the Hague, That the of Orleans 
parted from Paris en the 23d for Spain, and that he 
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has taken with him a Million of Livers in Ready 
Money, and as much in Jewels, £0 make ufe of on 
Occafion ; the faid Duke is ro have goc0co. Livers 
perMonth for his Houfhold ,and 4ooeog every quar- 
ter, forthe ule of the War, the Spaniaids being to 
farnith the reft for the French Troops. | 

We hear, that the Duke of Vendome is to come 
fhand on the Mofelle, bar this wants Confirmation. 
°T's likely we may hear of a bloody Bartle berween 


the Czar and the King of Sweden, the latter being - 


march'd with his whole Army againft the Mulco- 
‘ites. 
"Wehave lirtle material from Brabant,which gives 
birth to various Reports,concerning the intended Ex- 
pedition of the French, againit England and Holland, 
and ‘tis believ'’d by fome, that the French will nor 
draw off that 20000 Men from Flanders, fince it 1s 
highly probable they may find bufinefs enough fos 
them in a litle time. There is a Report thar the 
King of Swecden intends to dethrone the Czar of 
Mulcovy, and to advance the Prince his Son to the 
Throne, which wou'’d be very acceptable to the 
Malecontents, wha are very Numerousin Mulcovy. 
‘Tis rumour’d that Monfieur Chamillard firft 
Minifter of Srate to the French King, is in difgrace, 
and that another is advanced to that Employ, but 
our next Letters muft inform us of the Truth and 


Reaton of this Keport. 


London.Sir Jettery Jefferys,Collonel of the Yellow 
Regiment of Train Bands of this City, refign’d his 
Commitfion on Fryday Jaft, being piqu’d that the 
Officers he had nam’dro command under him,were 
rvfusd by the Lieurenancy. And ’tis faid Sir Charles 
Peersis chofen Collonel of the faid Regiment. 

We hear, tharall the Flag-Officers are gone to the 
feveral Ports of this Kingdom, in order to fit out a 
{trong Squadron of Men of War, to oppofe the 
French in cafe they fhould attempt.any thing againft 
this Kingdom, or any of the Allies, and ’us faid, 
the Squadron will be ready in a few days. We are 
alfo “inform’d that the States of Holland are fitting 
out berween 25 and 30 Men of Warto joyn Ours, 
by which means ‘tis prefum’d their Defign will be 
prevented, which as ’tis Reported, was, to keep Sir 
jobn deake from going to the Streights, bur 
the Admiral faild with the Fleet under his Command 
lalt Samurday, but ‘cis fear’d he. was fore’d back, the 
Wind coming abour to S$. W. They take all the Sea- 
men they ean find co put on board the Men of War, 
and all the Troops inthis Kingdom are order’d tobe 
ready to march onthe firft Command, “Tis alfo 
haid, that Hor Majefty’y Life-Guards are to be in a 
ccadine!s to march upon that Oceafion. 


The Courfe of thee EXCHANGE, and 
other Things. 


London, Tuefdaythe 24 | Note, Thefe were the Prices of 


Ol kebruary, 1708. Stacks, from Twelve to Two 
/A\raterdam-34 243 | of the Clock. | 


Kotterdam--34 32a 4) 
Antwerpem34 Sat. Mon. Tuef. 


Te 94ch Payment of Malt-Lottery Tickets ave now in 
courfe of Payment. | 


In the Exchequer, ; 
Tat. | Given for: Paid off. 


§ 4 Shilling 17936co 
5 4 Shilling Aid ——~1850000 1822459 
5 foth 4 Shillings Aid———1850000 1975082 
5 froth 4 Shilling Aid 1850000 8 1 5 4 86 
3 3 Shilling Atd ———1500000 1076901 
7 13d 3 Shilling Aid 1400000 1374228 
§ fod 2 Shilling Aid ——— 933333 920800 
© Shill. Aid —— 933333 911250 
8 13 Quar. Pol goooco 2894.96 
8 [Paper for Plate ———- 30000 14600 
7 56700 
3 |Coals, 1698 — — 500000 485000 
6 |Coals, 1703. 500000463439 
5 | Malt, 1707 65000 649710 
6 |Low-Wines, 1705 ——~_ 700000 93960 
Subfidies, 1705 636957 247930 


Yefterday being an Holiday, we could nor ger 
the Lift of the Goods Imported and Exported, but 
tho not Recollecting it, we did not fend for them 
the Day before, Care will be taken for the Future. 


ADVERTISEMENTS, 


Juft Publithed, 
** Camillus: A Poem, Humbly Infcrib'd to the 
Right Honourable Charles Earl of Pezerborough and 
Monmouth, upon kis Glorious Actions in Spain. By 
Aaron Hiil, Gent. Printed for Tho. Bickerton, at the 


Golden Flower-de-Luce, in St. Pauls Church-Yard. 


Price 6d. 
Publiefhd, 

444 Moral Refleétions, upon Select Englith Proverbs: 
Familiarly Accommodated, to the Humours and Man- 
ners of the Prefent Age. By Ofwel Dykes, Gent. 
Formerly of Queens College Oxon. Printed for G. S. 
and Sold by tho. Bickerton, at the Golden Flower-de: 
Luce, in St. Pauls Courch-Yard. Price qs. 6d. 

{4+ Omnium Generalium et Provin- 
ciahium Collectio Regina. Printed at Paris Anno. 
MDCXLIUI. in 37 Vollums, with an Jndex to 


‘the Whole Curioufly Bound in Red Turkey Lea- 


ther Gilt, with the King of Frances’s own Armes, 


Neatly Worked of on each Vellum in Gold, It 
is the Neateft and Faireft Book that, is in Eng- 


land. This Book may be {een by all Gentlemen, 
ar FV. Kebles, at the Black Spread. Eagle, in VVeft- 
| 
OST on the 13th a little White Italian Grey- 
hound, with a Collar on, and.M, V..in a 
4 Cypher, with a Coronet ingrav’d thereon : 
Whoever bsings it to R. Vincent, Efg; by the New 
Play.houfe fhall have a Guinea Reward, 


His is to give Notice toali Gentlemen, Officers, 
and Others, who are Lovers of Artard Inge- 


| nuity, tnat atthe Booth on Little-Tower-Hill, is 
now 10 be feen, A New Invented Millitary Ingen, which 
Carries 72 Guns, and 1s able to Shelter a 100 Men from 
the Danger of the Enemy, it turns tothe Right and Le‘t 


33 2a3 4 Bank Stockn17 3017 as Quickaga Single Perfon, it opens 20 Foot W ide, and 
eghorn Old India-—-|109 ‘109 Carries fome Hundred Charges of Powder and Ball, and 
+ af 9, | 9» makes the Trueft Firing Imaginable, there is2 Great 
83 | 83 Guns on each Side with avery Quick Prefentment, it 
5 2 = 0m.259 41259 259° Clofes all up in a very Narrow Compa{s. The whole 
2 Piece of Work being Near a yooo Weight, and is drawn 
= i 53 by 2 Hortes, Challenging all Chriftendom to fhow the 
ga 18 hike Ingenuity ; A furcher Defcription of it will be given 
SEN Gd. per Pe. at the Place atorefaid. | 


in Fleet Where Advertifements are Taken in. 
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